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1 SAM. 21 5 6. 

— And it ſhall come to paſs, when 
thou art come thither to the City, that 
thou ſpall meet a Company of Prophets 
uming down from the high Place, with 
iPſaltery, and a Tabret, and a Pipe, 
ond a Harp, before hos and they 
all propheſy. 

And the Spirit of the 3 will come 
vpon thee, and thou ſhalt propheſy with 


them, and ſhalt be turned into another 
Man, 


N this, and. the preceding 
Chapter, we. have an Ac- 
count of the ſudden Ad- 
rancement of Saul, from the Care of 
Cattle, to the Government of a King- 
dom, —and of his being inſtantane- 
B | ouſly 


(4) 
ouſly endow'd with every Qualifica 
tion requiſite: to the proper Adminiſſ 
tration of that elevated and importan 
Office. It ſeems, from the Prophet 
Manner of addreſſing him after thi 
regal Un&tiongs that Saul, from th 
Strangeneſs of the Event, and a Con 
ſciouſneſs of his own Manner of Lil 
from his Youth, was flow of Heart 
believe what the Prophet had ſpoken 
and unwilling to undertake an Office 
for which he thought himſelf nc 
form'd either by Nature or Educatiot 
Samuel therefore, to convince hun 
that what had been then done was of 
divine Appointment, and that the thin 
was certain, gives him three or fou 
Signs to confirm his Faith, —aſſurin 
him alſo that he ſhould ſuddenly v 
converted inta a Prophet, —anl 
throughly furniſb d unta every gu 


* 


* See Pool's Synopſis, and Bp. Patrick's Comment d 
the firſt Part of this Charter. 


1 
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r appertaining to this great 
0118 Charge, —by extraordinary Gifts from 
tan Heaven. 

et 


Ir it be ask'd what Connection 
lere is between the Operations of a 
berial Providence with regard to Saul, 

amd the Bu/inefs of this Afſermbly, — 
[anſwer that the apparent Means em- 


ten ploy d by God in giving him a new 
BY Hears, ſuited to the Character with 
no 


which he was miraculouſiy inveſted, 
ad turning him into another Man, are 
eidently applicable to our prefent 
Purpoſe. We learn, from the Text, 
that this Change was to be wrought 
in Sau] upon his meeting the Company 
of Prophets, propheſying, i. e. ſing- 
ing the Praiſes of God, their Voices 
being accompanied with ſuch aufe 
Infruments as were then uſed by 


Lee the Commentators on this Paſſage ; and Mede's 
Works, Vol. I. p. 78. | 


B 2 mem, 


(6) 
them, 0 prepare their own Mind; 7 
good Impreſſions, and to make 18 


Praiſe of God to be glorious. 


Trar this Prince was naturally ſu 
ceptible of the Influences of Mai in 
is evident from “ another Part of hi 
Hiſtory, —where we find his Servant m 
recommending a Muſician to thei 
Maſter, to relieve him under his + Me 
lancholy ;—and the Succeſs of this Ex 
pedient anſwer'd their ExpeQation 
for when David, the Man cunning 
in playing, took an Harp, and played 
with his Hand, Saul was refreſbed 
and was well, and. the evil Spirit de 
parted from . 

From hence therefore, as well as 
from the Uſes to which this Art was 
applied in the Schools of the Prophets 


__——_ 


* 1 Sam. xvi. from Ver. 14. to the End. 


I See the Commentators on this Paſſage. 
WC 


T3 


we may, Without doing Violence to 
the Text, or derogating from the Mi- 
ncle; ſuppoſe that Saul was not in- 
enſible of the Power of Mufick in 
the Caſe before us;—that, under the 
immediate Hand of God, the Harmo- 
y of the prophetic Choir contributed 
much to the ſudden Elevation of his 
doul.—diſpoſing him to receive thoſe 
divine Influences, which, had he not 
rrieved the holy Spirit, whiveby he was 
ſealed unto 5 regal Office, would 


108 have enabled him, thro' the whole 


Courſe of his Adminiſtration, to have 
fed the People of God with a faithful 
ond true Heart, and ruled them pru- 
cently with all his Power. 


I may be allowed then, from this 
Portion of Sacred Hiſtory, 


Efficacy and Uſefulneſs of Mu- 
ſick, and, 
Secondly, 


Firft, To lay before you the natural 


. 
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Szcondl „Its ſpecial Fitneſs to pro 
mote thoſe particular Ends, td 
which we are aow applying it, 


In ſpeaking of the natural Eftica 
cy and Uſefulneſs of Muſick, it mu 
be own'd that to find out,—and ex 
plain preciſely the Manner in which i 
operates upon the human Frame, 
this is a Knowledge too wonderful an 
excellent for us;— we can only fay i 
general, that the Influences of Sound 
muſically diſpos d and combin'd, are a 
admirable as the Manner in which the) 
are convey 'd. Their ſurpriſing Powe 
either to awaken or compoſe the Mind, 
—and their abſolute Empire over all 
the Paſſions in the Compoſition 0 
Man, are univerſally felt and ac - 
knowledg'd ;—there is hardly any 
Conſtitution fo groſs and callous, a 
to be compleatly. Proof againſt then 


How ſweetly does the infinuating ll © 
Force 


(9) 


Force of Eloguence and Numbers ſteal 
pon the Soul, even without the Con- 
currence of Myfick / and how is 
that Force acce/erated and augmented, 
when this Ster Art is called in to 
heir Aſſiſtance] The Effects, aſcrib'd 
to her by the Ancients, are almoſt mi- 
nculous. We read of lewd Deſires 
corrected, —of + Seditions quelled, — 
of + Bodies wonderfully reſtor'd to 
Health, by the Application of this pu- 
rifying and gentle Lenitive. And tho' 
our modern Muſick claims not an equal 
Degree of Power, her Influences are 
neither few, nor inconſiderable. She 
can over-rule every turbulent and unſo- 
cable Affection, and invigorate every 
lind and amiable Faculty of the Soul, 
reducing the Mind to Sedateneſs 


* Quintilian, Lib. I. c. 10. and Iamblichus de vita Py- 
thagore, Edit. Kuſteri, p. 93- GEN 
Plutarch de Muſics, Edit. Francef. Vol. II. p. 1146. 
t Plutarch ibid. Yoffius de quatuor Artibus popularibus, 
4 deft, 12, 12. | 


and 
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and Compoſure, preparing the aten 
tive Hearer for a more ready Perce 

tion of ſublime and uſeful Truth, 
and for the Practice of every Virtue 
perſonal, ſocial, and divine. By a 
fecting the Imagination with Delight 
ſhe can quicken the languid CirculaY| 
tion of the animal Fluids, —infpiring 
the Soldier with Contempt of Death 
—diſlpating the Gloom of Melanche 
ly, —and chaſing * deadly Diſeaſe ever 
from Bodies, where common Medicine 
has been long applied in vain. 


From confirm'd and repeated Expe 
rience of theſe delightful and faluta 
ry Effects, the Science of Muſick has 
been ever practis'd and eſteem'd in alli - 
Ages and Nations. The wiſer Heathens 
gave it a + diſtinguiſh'd Place among 


"ol Aariyn's Tranſl. of the Memoirs of the French AC» 
demy of Sciences, Vol. III. p. 9g and 68. 
+ Grammatica quondam, ac Muſica, junfte fuerunt ;,— 


et eoſdem utriuſque rei [receptores fuiſſe Sophron end. 
Quintil. Lib. E. 17. ; | h 
| the 


Far) 


he liberal Arts ;---- it was a Branch of 
heir moſt improv'd Philoſophy ;---- 
i the Regulation of it was thought a 
rt MWpublick Concern,----and ſome of their 
+ moſt celebrated Maſters were fined 
for having enlarged the Compaſs of the 
Witrument they ſtudied, and the ad- 
rind ional Strings were ordered by the 
Legiſlature to be taken away. This, 
doubtleſs, was owing to the known 
{Influences of Muſick upon the public 
Manners ;---they obſerv' d that this Sci- 
ence might be perverted to $ enervate 
and corrupt the Mind ;---for which 
Reaſon, || they preferr'd thoſe Kinds 
of Muſick. which were moſt remarka- 
bly ſmple, grave, and manly. Theſe 


* Plutarch de Muſica. Civitatumgue hoc multarum in 
Cræcia interfuit, antiquum vocum conſervare modum; 
fuarum mores, lapſi ad mollitiem, pariter ſunt immutati cum 
cantibus. Cicero de Legibus, Lib. II. 

Plutarch de Muſica. Voſſius de 4 Art. C. 4. S. 46. 
Plutarch de Muſici. Cicero in the Paſſage above. 
Plutarch de Muſ. Tamblichus de vita Pyth. p. 94. 
and Athenzus, Lib. XIV. p. 625. 

| Plutarch de Muſica, 


C they 


(10) 
and Compoſure, preparing the attenY 
tive Hearer for a more ready PerceyY 
tion of ſublime and uſeful Truth. 
and for the Practice of every VirtueM 
perſonal, ſocial, and divine. By af 
fecting the Imagination with Delight 
ſhe can quicken the languid Circula4 
tion of the animal Fluids, —inſpiring 
the Soldier with Contempt of Death, 
diſſipating the Gloom of Melancho- 
ly, —and chaſing deadly Diſeaſe even 
from Bodies, where common Medicine 
has been long applied in vain. 


From confirm'd and repeated Expe- 
rience of theſe delightful and faluta-Y 
ry Effects, the Science of Muſick has 
been ever practis'd and eſteem'd in all 
Ages and Nations. The wiſer Heathens 
gave it a + diſtinguiſh'd Place among 


* Martyn's Tranſl. of the Memoirs of the French Act 
demy of Sciences, Vol. III. p. ꝙ and 68. 

+ Grammatica quondam, ac Muſica, junctæ fuerunt ;— 
et eoſdem utriuſque rei f ræceptores Fuiſſe Sophron eftenait. 
Quintil, Lib, I. c. 17, | the 


(11) 


the liberal Arts ;---- it was a Branch of 


” heir moſt 1mprov'd Philoſophy ;---- 
the Regulation of it was thought a 
al publick Concern,----and {ome of their 
cM + moſt celebrated Maſters were fined 
+ br having enlarged the Compaſs of the 
IH. ntrument they ſtudied, and the ad- 
ing ditional Strings were ordered by the 
th Leiſfature to be taten away. This, 
oY doubtleſs, was owing to the known 


Influences of Muſick upon the public 
Manners ;---they obſerv'd that this Sci- 
ence might be perverted to & enervate 
and corrupt the Mind ;---for which 
Reaſon, || they preferr'd thoſe Kinds 
of Muſick which were moſt remarka- 
bly ſmple, grave, and manly. Theſe 


* Plutarch de Muſica. Civitatumque hoc multarum in 
Cræcia interfuit, antiquum vocum conſervare modum; 
fuarum mores, lapſi ad mollitiem, pariter ſunt immutati cum 
cantibus. Cicero de Legibus, Lib. II. 

Tt Plutarch de Muſica. Voſſius de 4 Art. C. 4. S. 46. 
Plutarch de Muſici. Cicero in the Paſſage above. 
Plutarch de Muſ. Jamblichus de vita Pyth. p. 94. 
and Atheneus, Lib. XIV. P- 625. 


| Plutarch de Muſica, 
C they 


fare the Soul for Wiſdom,---to beget 
allo a Reliſh of & moral Harmony, : 


(12) 
they introduc'd at their * Feaſts, not t 
inflame, but to correct the Paſſions,--. 
to reſtrain the Heats of Wine,-—to he 


a Check to Intemperance, and to re 
cal the Mind to ſober Reflection. 


+ In the Education of their Yout 
Muſick was conſtantly applied, noi 
only to + quicken and relieve the ſtu 


dious Diſciple,----but to purge and fre 


Plutarch de Muſ. Cicero, Quæſt. Tuſc. Lib. IV. 
Thus Virgil, in his x En. when the Gueſts began to drink 
deep, introduces Jopas at the Banquet of Dido, 

Ille impiger hauſit 

Spumantem pater | 

| -Cithara crinitus Iapas 

- Perſonat aurata, docuit que maximus Atlas. 
Hic canit errantem Lunam, Soliſque labores ; 

Dude hominum genus, et pecudes, &c. 4 
Non turpia et ob ſcena, ſays Donatus, ſed venientia ex Phil. 
ſepbiæ fonte. They us'd alſo ſacred Hymns at their Feals: 
"Ore, ſays Athengus, xaz de. TETov THenTar T5 A aul c. 
ge jipar. Athen, Deipnos. L XIV. p. 628. 

+ A. T. Cic. Quæſt. Tuſc. Lib. I. 

t Quintil. Lib. IX. c. 4. Iamblichus de Pythag. p.93. 

$ Plutarch de Muſicà, p. 1140. That Muſick, properly 
applied, is a Friend to Virtue, is prov'd at large by Mari 
mus Tyrius. See the 4to Edition of his Works printed at 
London, 1740. Diſſertation 37. 
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yarm and habitual Love for virtuous 
Elegance and Politenels, 


IxpRED, whenever it was neceſſary 
o engage the Attention, to aſſiſt the 
Memory, to promote civil Order, and 
v impreſs a right Senſe of Duty, - they 
borrowed the friendly Influences of this 
winning Mart. We read of Laws, 


doch human and divine, —nay, and 


ren of + national Embaſſies, be- 
baking the favourable Attention of 
be Publick, by the Charms of well- 
modulated 3 The + Lives and 
Actions of illuſtrious Men were written 
n Verſe, and ſung by a Chorus to the 
Sound 5 Inſtru ments. — that Delight 


might 2 an eaſy Entrance to Iaſtruc- 


im that good Example, thus ſweetly 
nculcated, gt make a my and 


n Gn ih 


— 0 —— ** — — — 


" Plutarch in vita Lycurgi. Atheneus, Lib. XIV. 


f Leg NY * Tav ca Tas 67 1mevcics reted la 


ler d Xa} N s, 44 TATERVVON ts T@y ti as = 
es. Athen. L. XIV. p 627. 
A. 1 Wo”, Quett. Tuſc. Lib. IV. 


C 2 laſting 


( 14 ) 
laſting Impreſſion, and inſpire a ze: 
lous and noble. Emulation. 


Ir is no Wonder, then, that the 5e 
bulous Writers of thoſe Ages have told n 
us, in Honour of this Science,—that j 
firſt tamed the ſavage and undiſciplin 
Soul, and brought Manking, from 
wild State of Nature, to Mil Orde 
and Connection. The * wiſeſt Philoſc 
phers ſtudied it themſelves, and recom 
mended it to their Scholars. The 
+ Maſter of Muſick was general 
thought to be adorn'd with every polits 
and uſeful Accompliſhment,—as be 
who had no Ear or Genius for Muſick 


* Socrates, Plato, Pythagoras. Of this latter lambl: 
chus ſays Tur Nr Ye Neſc]at. xo dug non d 
Tegidure Tus ub EN male mh HανZpu · De vita F;i0 
P+ 103 = 8 : - 


+ Tullij Quæſt. Tuſc. Quintil. Lib. I. c. 16. And 
Athenæus, ſpeaking of the ſingular Eſteem in which Mus 
ſick was held among the ancient Greeks, ſays ——4i@ 79 
T0 200 8! Ocor, AmAn@vay moV d i eudtor Opp EmKaTt 4 
x 002 \a|oy ,p. Kal i Tg N cwuaves TY TEX) m 
Ngras emnd)oy, Lib. XIV. p. 632. 


Was 
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s accounted * ſtupid, brutal, and 
tzndon'd ;--- his whole Frame was 
tought to be diſordered,---and the ve- 
Elements of his Compoſition at War 
mong themſelves. 


ZEA 


+ WraTEvER was the Opinion of 
bme few concerning the firſt Inven- 
ton of this Science, the wiſer Heathens 
low d it very juſtly a moſt exalted and 

honourable Original. They conſider d 
Mufick as the $ Gift of Heaven,. and 
fevoted it, according to its natural De- 
lination, to the Service of the Gods. 


he 9 * "7 FE VETO R ** 
Pohlius obſerves concerning the Cynethians, that, by 
ck neglecting the Aſſiſtances of Mulick, they became ſo fierce 


and barbarous, that there was no City in Greece, wherein 
o great and ſo frequent Crimes were committed as in that 
of Cnethia. Polyb. Hiſt. Lib. IV. | 
Phileterus, quoted by Athenæus (p. 633) ſays, 
01 Je 785 Teg TH 

PuTgpg us 2 Love ems d TEietLy 

Eis Toy 7300 Piero M | 
Lucretius fuppoſes that Men firſt learnt Muſick from 
the Singing of Birds, and the Whiſtling of the Winds. 
lanblichus, who aſcribes the Invention of it to Pythagoras, 
lays, he took it from the Smith's Hammer. In Athenæus 


Lucretins, See Athen. Deipnos. L. ix. p. 390. 
Plutarch de Muſicä. 


| Plato 


ve find an Opinion concerning this Point much like that of 


L- * 
1 —— — — . 
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_ * Plato in particular, who was a gie 

Proficient in Muſick himſelf, has le 
us ſeveral excellent Rules for the prop 
Application of it to the Service of Rei 
gion. Plutarch ſays it was confin 
by the Ancients to the Walls of 
Temple; — that the Uſe of it in The 
tres was unknown among them, the 
whole Skill being employ d in the Wot 
ſhip of the Gods, and the Education 
their Youth. | 


Doxs this Art, then, go out of ii 
proper Sphere, when it conſtitutes W 
Part of our publick Diverſions? Thi 
I would, by no means, be thought tt 
inſinuate. The Love of Pleaſure is na 
tural to the Mind of Man; — and the 
Pleaſure ariſing from this Source is, un 
doubtedly, of all our Enjoyments th 
moſt + natural and the moſt innocent 


* 


* Plato de Legibus. 
+ Plutarch de Muſica, p. 1140. 
+ See Vaſſus de Naturi Artium, Lib. I. C. 4. Sec. 
and 15. | | | 
— 


Sie oe} 
tinclines us to the Purſuit of pro 

id decent Ae 
ur Paſſion for noxious and forbid- 


n Pleaſures,---and yields us that real 


Re 
u aration, which, from the very Law 
f wr Mature, and our preſent Situation, 


not leſs neceſſary than our beloved 
leb or the Bread and Wine, which 
ker and ſtrengthen the Heart of Man. 
Ariſtotle's ſhort Deſcription of it is 
oth t and elegant : He calls it the 
edicine of that Heavineſs which pro- 
eds from Labour :---It is, indeed, a 


e Wſcdicine ſuited to every Stage and 
Thi ondition of Creatures doom'd to eat 


1 yap da Toy myoy 20TH laTyeis ms 651: | Ariftot. Po- 
KW LID, viii. . 
St. Chryſeſtom, in his Commentary on the 41ſt Pſalm, 


othed and lulled to Reſt by the Nurſe's plain and ſimple 
dong ;---and that the Toil of the moſt ſevere and laborious 
lings is alleviated by the like rude and artleſs Melody. 
| Quintilian, ſpeaking of Muſick, ſays: Atque eam natura 
Ya videtur ad tolerandos facilius labores velut muneri nobis 
ſe. Siguidem et remiges cantus hortatur : nec ſolum in 
Is operibus, in guibus plurium conatus præeunte aliqua jucundd 
ice conſpirat, ſed etiam ſingulorum fatigatio quamlibet ſe ru- 
' maulatione ſolatur. Quint. Lib. I. c. 10. 

their 


Ierves, that even froward Infants upon the Breaſt are 


(18 ) 

their Bread in the Sweat of their Brig 

yea, th they walk thro the Valley of 
Shadow of Death, this Cordial kee 

them from Fear and fainting by | 

Fay ;---it beguiles the Toil and Ted 

ouſneſs of the Pilgrimage, and enah 

them to rum with Patience the Race 
is ſet before them. So far therefore it 

certainly allowable. 


Non is this Science a deſpicad!; 
z/eleſs Part of the moſt politè and libe 
Education, when {he is made to run 
her proper Channel, nouriſhing t 
Seeds of Virtue, and helping the you 
Man to cleanſe his Way. Yet, let itn 
ver be forgotten that even e Gert 
will riſe up in the fudgment with us, d 
coudemn us, if we teach this Gift of Gt 
to /o/e its Savour ;---if we make that tl 
Parent of Effeminacy and Vice, hic 
is calculated to purify and exalt the 50 


From this View of the natural I 


cacy and Uſefulneſs of Muſick, I pr 
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Secondly, To conſider its ſpecial Fit- 
x; to promote thoſe particular Ends to 
which we are now applying it. 


To the Manner in which Muſick 
as, this Day, exerted her Influence, we 
xe led by the continued Practice of the 
me Worſhippers of God in every Age of 
he Church, —and by the natural 


Expediency of the I hing itſelf. 


Tux Scripture Inſtances of the Ap- 
plication of Maſicł to compoſe the ir- 
roular Affections, to prepare the Mind 
br humane and fpiritual Impreſſions, 
——and to excite that holy Fervour 
which gives Life to Devotion, are fo 
well known, and have been ſo often 
ated on this Occaſion, that it is need- 
ks to repeat them. To paſs over the 
hore early Proofs of this Kind from 
dacred Hiſtory of the religious Uſes of 


98 


dee 1 Sam xvi. 2 Kings, iii: 14, 16. 


D 


fore the Ark continually. Aſter long 


plaints of the Corruptions of the true 


(20) 
this Art, let us begin with David, the 
Man after God's own Heart, provi. 
dentially raiſed from the Sheepfold t 
the Throne, a Man cunning in play 
ing, and prudent in Matters, 0 
this illuſtrious Perſon, thus qualified 
in eyery Reſpect to perform an acceſ 
table Worſhip, we read that he * ap: 
pointed Singers, and Players on all 
Kinds of Inſtruments, to miniſter be 


Experience of the Force of Muſick 
in making his own Heart rea, 
he brought it in full Perfection #; 
do Service in the holy Place. The 
Form of Worſhip planm d by him, anc 
eftabliſh'd by his Son, with + vlt 
Tokens of divine Approbation, was 
continued in the Jewiſh Church, now 
of the Prophets, amidſt their Com 


AS i ee. $66: 
+ 2 Chron, v. 12, 13, 14. 


Religion, 


(21) 

Religion, ever pronouncing that God 
was weary of this. And the fame Or- 
ter was obſery'd in the Temple in our 
&viour's Days j—it was daily dignifi- 
ed by his immaculate Prefetice ;—and 
ho, with regard to the open and 
ſandalous Abrifes of thoſe Times, he 
lea of God's Houſe had eaten him up, 
ke never expreſs d the leaſt Diſlike of 
tie P/altery, Trumpet, and Cymbal; 
or drave the Players on all Kinds of 
2 8 8 8 out of the Temple. 


To purſue this Reaſoning from 
Faf, and to prove that the Uſe of 
22 an approved Part of a more 
ceremonial Sy ae is, by no means, in- 
conftent with the Spiritual Simplicity 
of 2 Cbriſtian Scheme, we may ob- 
lerve that, as far as was then practica- 
ble, it had a very early Admittance 
under this Di poſition, The Cuſtom 
of lui — authoriz d by the 

D2 Exam 
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Example of our * Lord himſelf, byif 
+ repeated Preſcription of his Aboſtlis 


and by the Practice of the Primitiu 
Church, is recorded both by + Heathe 
and  Chriftian Writers. And tho 
in the Days of her Affliction, the 
Church, as a Mourner, decently ab 
ſtained from all Appearance of exter 
nal Pomp,——yet, when Kings be 
came her nurſing Fathers, ſhe, with 

equal Propriety, put on her Garment 

of State, and appeared in the perfell 
3 of Holineſs. To ſtrengthen, 
diverſify, and heighten the Influen- 
ces of her vocal Harmony, the now 
borrows the Aſſiſtance of Inſtruments; 
this ſhe has done for ſome Cen- 
turies ;———in_ this Method of con- 
ducting our public Praiſe we are joined 


—— 


* Math. XXV i. O. ; 
+4 Goof, 1 Epbeſ. v. 19. St. James, v. 13 
t See Pliny's noted ie to Trajan. Lucian in 
lopatr. See Lucian's Works, Vol II. p. 778. 

Juſtini Mart. Orat. ad Antoninum. Clementis Alu. 
* Lib. II. c. 4. Tertullian's Apolog. c. 39. 
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the? Followers of Luther, and 
gen of Calvin, who, in ſeveral Parts 
Europe, have the general Uſe of 
Hrumental Mufick in their eſtabliſh- 
{| Churches. | 2 


Ir long and almoſt univerſal Le, 
en, can make any Method of Wor- 
ip lawful, this muſt be lauful;— 
or is it leſs expedient, Men are in 
emſelves the ſame under every Diſ- 
enfation, Woe have, I own, under 
te Goſpel, more clear and abundant 
Promiſes of ſpiritual Aſſiſtance ; 
et the corruptible Body fill preſſeth 
hun the Soul; the fame natural 
Means are ſtill neceſſary to invigorate 
nd elevate the Heart. o fix the 
tention, and to ſupport the 
nd under a long Application to the 
Viices of Devotion. And how ef- 
Kually do the Influences of Sacred 


* Newte'sPreface to Dedwell on Church-Muſick, p. 55. 
| Har- 
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Harmony fit us for this import 
Work! They awaken in us er 
preparatory Diſpoſition; male 
nieet to partale of the inviſible Of 
rations of Grace, and lead 
well-tuned Soul, attentive and d 
lighted, thro' all the various Exe 
cite of Piety. Our Afet#ions 1 
hereby raiſed to Things above; 
learn to ſerve the Lord with Gladi 
to love the Habitation of his Hou 
and the Place where his How 
dwelletb. 


IN a Word, with the 3 i 
the Inſtrument to the Voice, all Thin 
are done decently and in order; the l 
fects of the Unkilful are covered, tl 
Performance of the 7mprov'd Singer 
render'd more 7 attracliv 

And whether we ast 6f God who gi 
eth liberally, whether we bleſs t1 
Lord our Strength, or pour out ol 


e before him, * united J J 
06 
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10 of Hand and Voice invigorates the 
ward Senſation, and adds incon- 
arable Grace and Energy to the gut- 


ord Expreſſion. 


| WM 7::zs are, indeed, ſome Perſons 
| 8 formed as to be incapable of receiv- 
Dre g this Aid from Muſich in their reli- 
2 


ous Performances; - whoſe Diſlike 
our Method of Worſhip is mani- 
y owing to a Defe& in Nature. 
beſe we ſhould pity as Perſons unhap- 
ly depriv'd of a moſt innocent and 
fecting Enjoyment,---not charge them 
iſely for omitting an Expedient, from 
lich they can reap neither Pleaſure 
or Advantage, But then, in Return, we 
yy fairly elaim the Liberty of applying 
experienced Help, without being cen- 
das ſuperſtitious, as fond of beggarly 
i carnal Ordinances. And if any are, 
the Dictates of a vicious or preju- 
iced Mind, determin'd to judge us in 
Matter, the Offence cometh from 

ö 


JN 


bin | 
L 


her inſeructive Melody, that he 10 


carries with it conſequently an evidet 


mitten and afjlifted, | may. (as ſar 4 


"TR. 
themſelves; e are not under Banda 
in ſuch Caſes, —and we may, wit hot 
Breach of Charity, pray that 
Church may ever have the free Uſe 


hath Ears to hear may hear,—that 
may ſtill be joyful in the Lord, an 
come before his Preſence with a Hong. 


I nave obſerv'd, in the former Pa 
of this Diſcourſe, that Mufick his 
natural Tendency to promote benerꝗ 
lent and friendly Aﬀections ;,— —tM/ 
Application of it to this particular f 


Fitneſs and Propriety, and juſtly clai 
the general Approbation and Enco 
ragement of a polite and Chriſtian Na 
tion. With this generous View 
Meeting f began ;—with this 
continued; our Heart's Defire is, nc 
only that God in all Things may be gi 
rified, but that they, whom he hal 


their calamitous Circumſtances will pet 


mit) be Partakers of our Joy. 
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2 
% Ta Mourners, we would recom- 
nend to your Compaſſion, are worthy 
4 WW” whom we fhould do this; ——they 
cim our tender Regard, as £007 
t Sbarers with us in the Miſeries of Life; 
they claim it none ſtrongly, as they 
„ne 2ffofed Members of the myſtical Bo- 
. | . 

, Crit; and if we have any 
pa Value for rhe .Religzonave profeſs, or the 
14s WW Church in 30hich aue have been trained up, 


ve ſhall acknowledge that they have a 

vulgar Right to our Charity, from the 
ation they bear 20 our {piritual Shep- 

E the Stewards of the Myſteries of 
od, 


Tas Priefthood, however held in 
Contempt by Scoffers and Libertines, is 
an honourable, important, and uſeful 
Office; and tho zhey, thro whom 
our Good is evil-/poken of, are deſervedly 
given over to the Adverſary for a Prey, 
we ſhall ot boaſt of Things without our 
Meaſure, if we affirm that he Overflow- 

Sr ings 


{ 
[1 (28) 


ings of Ungodlineſs, which make us afrai 


| were they not, in ſome Degree, re 

| ſtrained by thoſe who make full Pry 
of their Miniſtry, would be more dread 
bl. fully diffuſive. On this Account, an 
| becauſe, by the very Nature of the 
high Vocation, they are excluded fror 
| every gainful ſecular Employment, d 
| Perſons, called to this Honour, are juſtl 
thought worthy of a legal Maintenand 

ſome of them riſe to exalted $t: 
tions, and, by the Acceſſion of exte 
nal Dignity and Affluence to inw: 
Worth, become ſbining and comfortal 
Lights, diſpenſing Cheerfulneſs to 
around them, and guiding tbem in il 
Way wherein they ſhould go. But thet 
to many dutiful and de/erving Sons 
our Church, falleth a very ſlender Fi 
tion of her Goods; ſo numerous are ti 
poor Livings in this Kingdom, that (al 
ter all the Toi and Expence of a ſacerd 
ral Education) it is impoſſible every La 
bourer in the ſpiritual Harveſt {houl 


ICal 


ES, 
rap a Reward proportioned to his In- 
buſtry. And yet, under every tempo- 
i Diſadvantage, many of them do we 
be, in whatever State they are, learn 
terewith Content, their modeſt Merit 
diouſly retiring from the Eyes of 
ſe, who are both able and willing to 
lſtinguiſh it. 70 poor, they make 
any rich, being apt to teach, inceſſant- 
y watching over Souls, diverted 
om the Purſuit of ſecular Intereſt, by 
ending continually on this very Thing; 
their Years, perhaps, cut off, by 
ter being inſtant in Seaſon and out of 
Jaſon, by their always abounding in the 
ork of the Lord. Then, indeed, they 
from their Labours; they are at 
ace; and the Reward of them is 
nth the Me High; but, at the 
me Time, the Perſons they loved as 
heir own Souls, the Wife of the Bo- 
m and the Olive Branches round the 
[able, are left to wither away under the 
nclemency of the Seaſon, expos'd 
ee at 


labour, and aſhamed to beg, tho depriy' 


—_ — — + 


of the very Breath of their Moſtril, 
ſhall be Jafe. For theſe Things they Weed 


for the Hardneſs of your Hearis: 
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at once to Grief and Poverty, unable te 


whom they ſaid, under his Shadow wi 


their Eye runneth down with Water, bs 
cauſe the Comforter, that ſhould relies 
their Souls, is far from them. Such an 
They, — ſuch is their Diſtreſs, forwho 
we now beſeech yote;—behold and fee, i 
there be any Sorrow like their Sorrow 
And is this nothing 10 you, all ye that jo 
by? Shall ſuch Objects weep afreſþ 


Shall they go away anpitied, and une 
lieved 9——Porbid it, Charity! 
Forbid it, Common Humanity | 
Let not-zhoſe be the only Perſons diſs 
tisfied this Day, for whoſe Sake we ard 
now aſſembled, While our Heart 
dance for Foy, in finging the Praiſes 0 
God, let not the Poor and IVeeay gi 
away afflicted and aſhamed, —— tht 
Harp turned into Mourning, and thei 
Organ into the Voice of them that weh 
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Ir is ſometimes ſeen that Vealiß 
nd Pleaſure enfeeble the kind and be- 
xevolent Affections that they, Who 
e far removed from Want and Miſe- 
themſelves, are little touched with 
be Sufferings of others, Yet there 


re of thoſe, to whom God  harh gi- 
on all Things richly te enjoy, whom 
„ Nature herſelf inclines to weep with 
outen that weep; —and this gentle In- 
* they improve, by due Direction, 


nto a 9220/7 amiable and heavenly V ir- 
ne. Many ſuch there are, doubtleſs, 
this Aſſembly, —whoſe Charity is 
wer fervent, transforming them to the 
nage of that beneficent Being, who 
a Father of the Fatberleſi, and de- 


UI erdetb the Cauſe of the Widow, even 


% in his bely Habitation. Theſe 
y be left to the habitual Horkings 
10 heir cum Hearts, —being of them- 
heit 


elves ready 10 give, and glad to diftri- 
"ute; laying up for themſekves a good 
| Founda- 


beit 


6 


ſhall never be forgotten : Their Rig 
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Foundation againſt} the Time 10 cone 
that they may attain eternal Life. Iy 
the Law of Kindneſs is their Delight, 
they have diſperſed abroad, and given 
to the Poor; they will yet go, and dy 
likewiſe ; the Memorial of the 


teouſneſs remaineth for ever, and thii 


Horn ſhall be exalted with Honour, 


BuT,—if any Man, who is now come 
unto the City, to the Company of Pri 
phets ſinging the Praiſes of God, and 
pleading the Cauſe of the Widow and 
Orphan, brings with him a /elf/þ and 
unſanfified Heart, ——on him may 
our Harmony have its perfect Wark! 
may his relenting Affections admit, 
and yield to the Operations of a pious 


and benevolent Spirit may he bs 
turned into another Man ! 


FinaLLy, may #his aſſembling 0 
ourſelves together never be forſaken: 
| EY mn 


EP 


may we, while we have our Being, 
continue 0 provoke one another to Love 
and good WH orks |—and may all thoſe, 
who have been now employ'd in giv- 
ing Glory to God, and promoting Good- 
Will towards Men, long retain that di- 
ine Temper themſelves, which they 
have laboured to &7ndle in their Hear- 
n |—obſerving due Time, Proportion, 
and Meaſure in the finiſhed Harmony 
of a virtuous and heavenly Converſa- 
tion —adding new Grace and Energy 
to their affecting Science, and at laſt 
be fitted to bear a diſtinguiſh'd Part in 
the Hongs of the Church Triumphant. 


We may then reaſonably preſume, 
that he Prayers and Thankſgivings of 
thoſe, who are relieved by the Admi- 
nifiration of this Service, will bring 
down the Bleſſing of Heaven on 2515 
our Labour, which proceedeth of Love, 
—that it may go on from Strength to 
Strength, affording a laſting Refuge 


and 
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and Confolation to the Deſ;zuz a 
Aftieted, giving them Meat in due Sal 
Jon, and fling their Hearts with Fu 
and Gladnefs. Our Prayers and A. 
will go up for a Remembrance in 1 
$:ght of God; —and the bleſſed [eſy 
who accepts wha? ig done uno one of 
Teaft of theſe his Brethren, as done u 
Himel, will prepare @ Place for i 
that where he is, we muy be alſo,—c 
in the Kinydom of his Father, in wbt 
Preſence is #he 1 ulnejs of Foy, and i 
whoſe Right Hand are Pleaſure; 


EVE ROFE. 


